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US-Author Clint Adams
lectures on his books

in the Stiftsgymnasium
Admont

Christian Schwab, 8. B:
A Student’s Comment
on an Author’s Visit

Last Friday we had the great chanee to talk to Clint
Adams, the author of "My Watch Doesn't Tell Time"
etc = books concerning e.b. (epidermolysis bullosa
- butterily disease)

We already had a discussion about the book and
the illness in school; nevertheless [ hadn't any
particular expectancies of Clint, but after listening
for a few minutes | was impressed by his stories
and his personality. It really was a great pleasure
to listen to him, he's a very communicative person
who loves speaking about any topic you like to.

Clint fsn't shy in any way, contrarily, he answered
every question and told us a lot of his experiences,
hislifie and how to become an author, Moreover he
loves to laugh and this enables him to influemnece
and capture his audience, to share his views and
make people think - for example about “Schmet-
terlingskinder”.

What | liked best was his attitude concerning fear
- "samethine unnatural and created by anpeelf”




and the connections to the "butterfly kids'-the *To |

Do List™ which makes you remember the important

things in life, and furthermore his story about the |
woman who divided her faith in three parts: one |

believing in herself, the other in God and the third
In medicine,

“THINK POSITIVE and don't worry too much®, in
oy opinion that's the right way to create your life;
seeing the good things isn't ahways easy, but bothe-
ring frequently doesn't form a pleasant life - and
that's the way of thinking Miguel, the "butterfly
kid"in Clint's book practises. He knows that his life
expectancy is only about twenty years because of
his disease and he tries to do best in these years.

And we all should take this as a fine example for
oursehres! We undoubtedly have better living cir-
cumstances than these kids and yet we complain
about things that are insignificant - seen from
an objective perspective and compared to serious
problems like e.b.

Think positive, life’s hard enough anyway!

Clint Adams:
To everyone I was lucky
enough to meet at the

Stiftsgymnasium
Admont

Things happen when you BELIEVE. Many people
say that things happen when you put your faith
in God, but I'm sure He's thrilled when we put
this same belief in OURSELVES. My experience
at Admont helped me do this when | needed it
most. believe in rmyself, believe in what I'm doing.
My positive experience at Admont motivated me
to continue.

Thiank you, to ALL the students that gave me your at-
tention. | received so many intellipent and thought-
ful questions (auf Englisch; they all made me think.
Thanks, too, for the German lessons. You taught
me rmuch, and Ul always be grateful

Talking about fear and overcoming it, seems to be

iy “thing.” But, without the belief and support of
one person in particular, Fraa Barbara Waldner, [
wouldn't have been invited to Admont. Thanks

for having me there. Being able to meet students
that have the desire to read, and communicate in
English, is & pleasure.

I'went to Admont with a mission; not to have the
students remember me, not necessarily to have
them read my books, but more than all else, to
have them look into their own Lives, the way they
see themselves AND to try to be more aware of
fear...to maybe question, “Does fear originate from
within us? Or does it mostly come to us from the
outside?” Only they know the answer. Only they
kncw how they will now react to fears, once they
arige in the futiure.

Thank you, to each student that gave me your at-
tention. Thank you, to all the teachers for having
allowed me to speak to your students. Thank you,
to your headmaster for allowing me to speak at
Adrmont. Collectively, you changed ry life a litthe.
Helping someons to believe a little bit more, in my
opinion, is the greatest gift anyone can give.

Maybe 1]l see you all once more, 5o, until next
time...

Always believe,

Clint Adams




